
Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS) is 
just expected to be one of Indonesia’s 
world class universities. The university 
is stepping up endeavors to achieve 
high quality education, for instance, 
by upgrading and linking a number of 
courses globally.

Along with cutting-edge researches 
to accomplish international excellence, 
UNS has profound concern in preserving 
local values of Java. Located in Surakarta 
as the heart of Javanese traditions, the 
university brings out indigenous culture 
through advance researches and studies.

UNS kicked off an effort on March, 
7, 2011, by establishing Javanology 
Institute, a distinguishing research center 
for Javanese language and culture. The 
institute was initially designed as a hub 
of researchers to breed critical thought of 
cultural studies

The former director and also senior 
researcher of Javanology Institute, 
Prof. Dr. Sahid Teguh Widodo, said that 
the institute would be most valuable 
research center for UNS to accelerate 
agenda of going worldwide. It is 
reasonable as Javanese culture draws a 
lot of researchers from around the globe.

“Javanology Institute is distinctive 
research center making the university 
more prominent in Javanese studies. 

We have more than 30 different 
research topics, including art, language, 
philosophy, architecture, sociology, and 
others,” Teguh said.

The head of Local Literature Studies, 
Faculty of Culture, Dr Supana, said that 
going global did not mean leaving the 
origin – Java as the source of plentiful 
values. Local literatures, he explained, 
were great potency to pick up the pace 
for being world-class university. 

The Javanese values, such as wisdom 
and ethic, have caught the attention of 
global scholars. Some ancient literatures 
from Java, such as Story of Panji and 
Serat Centhini, were also translated and 
read by people of the world.

In addition, gamelan percussion is 
the most popular Javanese heritage 
as it is played by foreign musicians in 
other continents. In International Festival 
of Karawitan Gadhon held by UNS 
in August 2016, for example, several 
groups from abroad – the US, the UK, 
Japan, Italy, and Hungary – performed 
their skills in playing Javanese traditional 
music instruments. 

“They came here and joined us by 
themselves. We didn’t cover any travel 
cost and accommodation. They truly 
love playing gamelan,” Supana said.*
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I am proud to introduce you 
a newly published newsletter to 
convey information to Universitas 
Sebelas Maret stakeholders, both 
in Indonesia and abroad. 

This newsletter is about UNS at 
a glance that you need to know. In 
this edition, we have current news 
on UNS research, achievement, 
cultural distinctive, profile, and 
history.

UNS is Indonesia’s potential 
higher education that has been 
developed to be world class 
university. We have highly 
competent faculties, accredited 
programs, cutting edgeresearches, 
qualified human resources, and 
prominent alumni.

We have the commitment to 
attempt our best to develop UNS 
to be a center of arts, culture, 
science, and technology as well as 
a hub of critical thinking tradition. 
We also support our researchers 
to produce new inventions and 
develop innovations which are 
beneficial for the community.

We hope our regularly 
published newsletters would meet 
your demand on recent story of 
our campus. Enjoy reading.*
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The local government of 
Surakarta had a plan to found 
a city state-run university in 
early 1950’s, around years 
after National Independence. 
Unfortunately, economic 
and political instability in the 
postwar era utterly halted the 
plan. 

Surakarta Mayor, 
Muhammad Saleh, introduced 
an idea to build a university 
in 1953 mulling Surakarta as 
the city of Javanese heritage 
having abundant source of 
native values. At the time, the 
city needed state university as a 
center of knowledge. However, 
the plan was unsuccessful. 

One decade later, a city’s 
university named Universitas 
Kota Praja Surakarta (UKPS) 
was opened in Surakarta by 
Indonesian Communist Party-
affiliated Mayor, Oetomo 
Ramelan. In 1963, communism 
was spreading rapidly in 
Central and East Java. Socialism 

was thoroughly taught in the 
university.

UPKS endured only in 
three years as the government 
banned communist party and 
all supporting organizations 
after October 1965 coup. The 
communist-alleged school 
and university were completely 
closed.

The other initiative 
emerged in January, 11, 1968, 
when Mayor R Kusnandar 
governed the city. He formed 
a committee to found a 
university. But, it failed to work.

In 1966, Universitas 
Nasional Saraswati, a small 
campus in Surakarta, intended 
to be state university and 
proposed for the change. 
Saraswati and other campuses 
in the city got green light from 
Ministry of Education to unite 
in single state university.

On June, 1, 1975, eight 
universities officially joined 
Universitas Gabungan 

Surakarta (UGS). They were 
STO Surakarta, PTPN Veteran 
Surakarta, AAN Saraswati, 
Universitas Cokroaminoto, 
Universitas Nasional Saraswati, 
Universitas Islam Indonesia 
Surakarta, Universitas 17 
Agustus 1945 Surakarta, and 
Institut Jurnalistik Indonesia 
Surakarta.

UGS was subsequently 
merged with other schools 
to outline nine faculties: 
Education, Teaching, Literature 
and Culture, Social and Political 
Sciences, Law, Economics, 
Agriculture, Engineering, and 

Medical Faculty. The new big 
campus was initially named 
Universitas Negeri Surakarta 
Sebelas Maret (UNS).

Through Presidential 
Decree, the university was 
authoritatively opened in 
March, 11, 1976 by royal 
ceremony in Surakarta Palace’s 
Siti Hinggil. The city mayor 
granted 60 hectares state-
owned land in Kentingan 
neighborhood for the main 
campus. In 1982, the name 
was changed into Universitas 
Sebelas Maret.*

2

Indonesian Experts Alliance on 
Planning (IAPI) released survey in 
2014 concluding Surakarta, or called 
Solo city, as one of Indonesia’s most 

pleasant cities.  Based on 1.000 surveyed 
participants, most opinions say that Solo 
is safe and enjoyable city to dwell in.

Solo is well-known for its relaxing 
atmosphere and cheaper living cost 
compared to metropolitan. However, 
the small city – 44.03 kilometer squares 
inhabited by around 600.000 dwellers – 
provides citizens everything they need.  

As the core of Javanese culture, Solo’s 

annual calendar is rich of art and cultural 
events, such as festival, performance, and 
parade – most are free. Spend your time 
to enjoy Wayang Orang performance and 
traditional dances or gain knowledge of 
playing gamelan percussion. 

You can also visit popular venue for 
art and culture such as Taman Budaya 
Jawa Tengah and Balai Soedjatmoko or 
take a jaunt to several heritages such 
as Surakarta Palace, Mangkunegaran 
Palace, and Vastenburg Fort.

Solo was the old capital of Surakarta 
Hadiningrat kingdom, the heir of 

Mataram dynasty. It has been center of 
royal culture since the 18th century as 
literature, fashion, dance, and cuisine 
evolved in this city.

Find out three of UNESCO World 
Heritages here – batik, kris, and wayang. 
Want to learn these artistic things? 

Solo has many batik makers, mainly 
in Laweyan and Kauman, who will be 
pleased to help you understand the 
process of traditional-patterned fabric. 
You can also train to forge Javanese 
blade kris from empu and learn to create 
a shadow puppet or wayang kulit from 
a master.

Solo is one of Indonesia’s low-cost 
cities. A student needs around IDR 
1.5 million a month to cover meal, 
dormitory, transportation, and leisure. 
Despite tiny city, Solo has many urban 
lifestyle corners, such as café, cinema, 
book store, and library. 

Want to read English-language 
book in Solo? Just come to Ganesa, an 
Americans-founded library in the city 
having thousands collections you can 
borrow for free.

The city is also well-known for its 
delicious gastronomy, from street food 
to five-star restaurant.

Due to its study-supporting 
atmosphere, Solo magnetizes 
international students to reside. UNS is 
the best choice for you to experience 
high quality education in the city.*

SMALL BUT PLEASANT CITY

UNS History at a Glance
VOL. I/2017



UNS’ scientists have successfully 
developed cathode LiFePo4-based 
lithium battery and electric-powered 
bicycle. These two pieces are 
exceptionally applicable for better-
quality life.

Lithium battery named SMARTUNS is 
more advantageous than other typical 
one. The battery was developed using 
nano technology to increase energy 
density.

SMARTUNS battery is much better in 
supplying current continuously. It is also 

safer as it has protection from misuse 
that causes short circuit and explosion. 
The battery is also heavy-duty with 3.000 
charging cycles, much more durable 
than usual lithium battery that only last 
for 500 cycles.

Scientist team leader, Agus Purwanto, 
explains SMARTUNS is cylinder battery 
sized 18650 – diameter: 18 mm, high: 65 
mm. The prototype has been improved 
to be battery pack fitting for electric car 
and electric bike.

UNS’s electric bicycle was named 

BIKUNS. It is the first bike produced 
in Indonesia using electrical motor 
technology BLDC 250/500 W powered 
by LiPo4/LiCo/Led Acid lithium battery. 
Having 240 x 90 x 120 cm dimension, 
BIKUNS is convenient and very easy to 
ride.

Charging the battery around 3 to 
5 hours let the bike run as far as 30 
kilometers carrying maximum weight of 
250 kilograms. Electric bike is a solution 
for urban personal transportation to 
reduce the use of fossil fuel. 

As a result, it will help in curbing 
carbon emission in atmosphere. In 
short, riding electric bike is lessening 
the amount of green-house gases (GHG) 
that contributes to global warming. 

The bike is temporary used by 
administration staffs to deliver letters 
from office to office within the campus. It 
will be manufactured and sold to public 
soon.

Miftahul Anwar, one of BIKUNS 
researchers, said that UNS has concluded 
an agreement with Inka Multi Solusi (IMS) 
to create prototype and produce the 
bike for open market. IMS is subsidiary 
company of PT INKA, Indonesia’s train 
and locomotive manufacturer. 

Director General of Innovation, 
Ministry of Research, Technology, and 
Higher Education, Dr. Ir. Jumain Appe 
M.Si, who attended BIKUNS launching 
last year, appreciated the innovation 
as it would be valuable technology for 
people.*  

Research in Applied Tech

UNESCO World Heritage of traditional wayang kulit or 
shadow puppet show is still performed in modern world, 
including in higher education environment. UNS’ Professor of 
International Relations, Andrik Purwasito, uses wayang as a 
medium for teaching as well as for diplomacy.

Andrik is killing two birds with one stone. He is introducing 
new tool for tutoring student through classical telling-story 
technique while he is playing the second track diplomacy 
through cultural approach around the world.

The professor has performed Javanese shadow puppet in 
Europe and Asia, such as in Bulgaria, Moldova, Russia, Rumania, 
the UK, Japan, and India. “Wayang is a tool of diplomacy since 
it is much loved in abroad,” Andrik said.

He improved Wayang Edutainment as an innovative 
teaching method and played the show by himself. For instance, 
he remade the story and added political ideas and philosophers 
within. Edutainment means education by entertainment. 

In International Relations Program, wayang is performed to 
convey the courses, such as theory of diplomacy, introduction 
to political science, and negotiation technique.  Public lecture 
with wayang aims to give a theoretical lesson for students 
interested in second track diplomacy. 

“Culture is one of our strength that can be used as instrument 
of diplomacy,” Andrik said.

Wayang Edutainment is creative method of teaching. Andrik 
has developed it through academic research since 2009, 
inspired by Walisongo – the earlier ulema group who adpoted 
cultural approach to spread Islam in Java. 

The method was initially tested in Padepokan Mayangkara 
to teach political geographic in April 2013. It was introduced 
in first lecture for students of Faculty of Social and Political 
Sciences in 2014. 

Meanwhile, in playing wayang in other countries, Andrik 
spoke foreign languages, such as English and French, to tell the 
story. The show featured classic form of leather puppets telling 
the story of Mahabarata and Ramayana, including the genuine 
characters.*

for Education and Diplomacy
Shadow Puppet      
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UNS’ chemist Dr. rer. nat. Witri Wahyu 
Lestari, M.Sc. won multiple international 
prizes. She was awarded L’oreal UNESCO 
for Women in Science in 2014, Early 
Career Chemist Grant in 2015, and 
Returning Grant for University Staff in 
2016.

In September last year, she was also 
shortlisted in ASEAN-US Science Prize 
for Woman finalists. She is now planning 
to participate in a competition held by 
Toray Science Foundation.

Witri is working as academic staff in 
the Faculty of Mathematics and Sciences 
(FMIPA) and teaching chemistry.  She is 
also a prolific scientist during the last 
five years as she has written 19 articles in 
international journals – 12 among them 
are Scopus-indexed journals. 

She started to be much interested 
in research when she was studying 
master and doctoral programs in Leipzig 
University, Germany. Her supervisor, Prof. 
Dr. Evamarie Hey-Hawkins, appreciated 
Witri’s ideas and fully supported her for 
conducting research.

Prof. Hawkins suggested continuing 
a doctoral program despite Witri’s 
scholarship was only applicable for 
master program. Hawkins helped with 
personal assistant fund to afford Witri’s 
tuition fee and living cost during the first 
year. Fortunately, in the second year, Witri 
got a scholarship from multinational oil 
and mining company, Schlumberger.

After returning to Indonesia, Witri 
faced difficulty in submitting academic 
journal as her articles were frequently 

declined by publishers. Prior to L’oreal 
UNESCO for Woman in Science award, 
Witri had failed twice in the similar 
competitions. 

However, she never gave up trying 
as every dog would have its day. Witri 
changed her research based on local 
substances and she became the front-
runner.

Winning prize in prominent 
competition is not about pride and 
raising research fund. Rather, Witri is 
pleased to develop network with people 
in the world having the same interest – 
research. For that reason, Witri is very 
active in conference inviting international 
researchers. 

She is now department coordinator 
for Erasmus+Mobility Program between 
UNS’ Master Program of Chemistry 
and Leipzig University. The agreement 
of Erasmus+Program Key Action 1 
(KA107) – International Credit Mobility 
for student and staff – was signed in 
October, 10, 2015 by Dean of FMIPA, 
Prof. Ari Handono Ramelan M.Sc, Ph.D, 
and Director of International Center, 
Leipzig University, Dr Svend Poller.

The main action of cooperation is 
student and lecturer exchanges in order 
to extend the international network in 
education between world’s universities 
and European universities in the scheme 
of Erasmus Charter of Higher Education 
(ECHE).

In 2016, Witri and friend, Dr Fitria 
Rahmawati, accompanied by two master 
students, Venansia Avelia Rosari and 
Rujito Sesario departed to Leipzig. They 
left for Indonesia in the early January.*

An Award-Winning Chemist 
Connects UNS to Europe

The skin-burning tropical sun could 
not hamper student trip around the 
city. As many as 44 students from 18 
countries studying in UNS joined the 
city orientation through short visit to 
several Solo city’s historical sites, such 
as Sriwedari, Radya Pustaka Museum, 
and Mangkunegaran Palace. They were 
transported by bus and pedicab.

“Solo is an attractive city and the 
dwellers are friendly. Glad to join the 
trip and go around the city,” a student 
from South Korea, Hyobin Jeon, said.

City orientation is a service provided 
by UNS International Office only for 
international students. In conjunction 
with it, students from the Netherlands, 
Poland, Philippines, Mexico, East 
Timor, Thailand, Nigeria, Madagascar, 
Vanuatu, Ethiopia, Ghana, Laos, 

Tanzania, South Korea, Vietnam, China, 
Turkmenistan, and Malaysia, gathered 
in cultural orientation.

International Office Head, Taufiq Al 
Makmun, explained city orientation 
was aimed to introduce the city life 
and its culture to international students 
having different cultural backgrounds. 
He expected foreign students could 
learn fast and adapt to the ambiance 
of Solo. He supposed international 
students in the future to be promoters 
for UNS and Solo in their own countries.

International Office has also 
administered UNS Cultural Course 
since two years ago. This two-week 
activity is designed to introduce 
language and culture to international 
students. It is also expected to be a 
cultural bridge among students from 
various nations.

The program combines in-class 
course, field trip, and outing. The 
students at first are guided to campus 
and city orientation. Language Center 

and Javanology Institute introduce 
Bahasa Indonesia and Javanese culture 
to them. 

After class, the participants visit 
the city’s historical sites and heritages. 
International students also have 
two-day outing by living in rural 
neighborhood and work together with 
natives in their daily activity, such as 
farming. 

International Office arranges 
regular event of Sharing Day, in which 
international students have a stage to 
share the story of their nations and 
cultures – from custom to culinary.*

Feel Homey
at UNS
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Feel thirsty in the campus? Never 
let your body dehydrated. UNS’ 
main campus is now equipped 
with drinking water that you can 

enjoy for free.
Find out a dispenser spot near you 

and fill up your bottle with fresh water.  

Otherwise, you can drink directly from 
water tap.

Drink Water Supply System (SPAM) 
was set out in 2015 to meet drink water 
demand for 37.300 students, lecturers, 
and staffs. SPAM adopts ultra filtration 
(UF) technology powered by solar power 

plant-generated electricity.
The installation produces 2.5 liter 

per second ready-to-drink water. 
Construction of SPAM costs IDR 13.5 
billion totally funded by public budget 
on Ministry of Public Work and Housing.

“SPAM supports green campus 
agenda as it is aimed at making eco-
friendly campus,” Director General Cipta 
Karya, Ministry of Public Work and 
Housing, Andreas Suhono said in SPAM 
launching.

SPAM is designed to use ground water 
as source of drink water. Water dispenser 
can effectively reduce the use of bottle-
packed water so that it will decrease pile 
of plastic thrash in the campus. 

The technology is eco-friendly as 
SPAM uses renewable energy, instead of 
fossil fuel, to generate electricity. Water is 
distributed through pipeline connected 
to water fountain and dispenser installed 
in the campus. Solar-powered pump 
drains water to 50 dispensers and 100 
water taps.*

Supplying Fresh Water

From October to November, UNS’ 
main campus has been surrounded 
by a scenic atmosphere of 
autumn. Falling tiny flower of 

Angsana woods (Pterocarpus indicus) 
has captivated a lot of students to freeze 
the moment through lens in artistic 
photographs.

Angsana is one of many species 
planted around the campus. As of 
located on the valley of Bengawan Solo 
river, the campus conserves huge area 
of green land to catch the rain, prevent 
flood, and provide fresh air.

In 2014, UNS achieved Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry Award for 
Pioneer of Eco-friendly Campus. Since 
then, the university has been promoted 
as Indonesian model of green campus.

At the end of 2016, the university’s 
rank significantly rose from 97 to 76 
among 516 universities listed by UI 
GreenMetric World University Ranking 
based on six indicators – infrastructure, 
energy, climate change, water, 
transportation, and education. UNS was 
also one of Indonesia’s top five green 
campuses. 

To preserve airy and green 
environment, the main campus is 

equipped with man-made lake, parks, 
and pathway for pedestrians. The 
university also has a green rule that 
requires every new student to contribute 
in conservation  – one student plants 
one tree.

In campus development, the 
university also keeps preserving the 
open green area by raising the existing 
buildings to extend their floors instead of 
constructing the new one on the ground. 
The university’s library, for example, has 
eight floors housing book rooms and 
exhibition venue.

The campus park is a public space for 
student who wants to spend time out of 
class. Campus’ pedestrian path is wide 
and convenient for disabled student. The 
buliding-connecting paths are covered 
with shades to prevent from the sun and 
rain. 

The campus is also equipped with 14 
bicycle shelters, which are available for 
student and lecturer going to campus by 
bicycle. Since 2011, free university-run 
buses has served student and lecture 
around the campus zone to reduce the 
use of personal cars and motorcycles.

To save more energy, the campus uses 
LED lamps and less power air conditioner. 
Additionally, the  UNS Hospital also uses 
solar power to generate electricity to 
light up 50 spots encircling the building 
– 70 watt lamp in each spot.*

Keeping the Campus Green
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UNS is renowned for 
sport education. Not only 
providing first-class bachelor 
and master programs in 
sports, but the campus also 
raises many championship-
winning athletes. 

Vice Rector for Students 
and Alumni Affairs, Darsono, 
said that most of UNS’s 
national achievements are 
gained from sports, such 
as traditional martial arts 
pencak silat, taekwondo, 
karate, badminton, and sepak 
takraw. The accomplishments 
are the result of in-campus 

continuous training and 
regeneration.

Sri Rahayu, a student of 
Sport Training Education, 
won gold medal for pencak 
silat in National Sports Week 
(PON) XIX in West Java, in 
September 2016. She fought 
for her province, Central 
Java, for the first time and 
run as the champion. Sri’s 
colleague, Nadia Haq Umami 
Nur Cahyani, grabbed bronze 
medal for Central Java. 

Pencak silat is one of best 
sports in UNS as by which 
athletes contributes many 
medals. Moreover, a lecturer 
and coach, Rony Syaifullah, is 
the former world champion 
of this traditional martial art 
well as two bronze medals.

Previously, pencak silat 
team also won as general 
champion in Pencak Silat 
Invitation for Students in 
Ciracas. The team gained 

seven gold, four silver, and 
three bronze medals.

Still in martial arts, UNS 
taekwondo team also became 
front-runner in National 
Taekwondo Championship 
for Students 2016 in Mataram. 
The athletes brought home 
15 medals in 10 categories.

UNS karate team 
collected four gold, two 
silver, and six bronze medals 
in National Championship 
held by Sunan Kalijaga State 
Islamic University (UIN) in 
Yogyakarta.

Campus administrator 
much appreciated students 
and lecturers who won 
championship. Student’s 
tuition fee is reduced or 
waived, while lecturer 
receives remuneration.

Meanwhile, UNS volley 
ball team also showed its 
prevalence. Men team won 
the third place as women 
team won the first place 
in National Volleyball 
Competition in Airlangga 
University, Surabaya.*

Prestigious Sport Champions 

Voca Erucita student choir 
is one of prominent student 
activity unit in UNS. The 
group has sung across 
continents and enthralled the 
competition’s judges. This 
choir started to be famous 
out of the country. But, Voca 
Erudita is now growing into 
the high-flying singing group 
in Indonesia.

The 29-year old student 
choir became the general 
champion in Student Choir 
Contest 2016 held by 

Airlangga University. Voca 
Erudita participated in 
four categories, which are 
Historical Program, Musica 
Contemporanea, Chamber 
Choir/Vocal Ensemble, and 
Folklore.

In folklore category, the 
choir won the first place by 
performing three songs – 
Kruhay, Hela Rotane, and 
Tari Indang. Voca Erudita was 
attributed the best performer 
(Best Program) as well. 

The choir also won 

Historical Program category 
as it sang Die Himmel 
Erzehlen die Ehre Gottes, Ave 
Verum Corpus, and Io mi Son 
Giovinetta. 

Meanwhile in Musica 
Contemporanea category, 
Voca Erudita gained the 
second place and Best 
Program, performing Double 
Double Toil and Trouble, Sitivit 
Anima Mea, and Nyon Nyon. 
Singing Des Irae, Marie, and 
O Magnum Mysterium, the 
group became the runner-up 
in Chamber Choir category.

One of 38 singers, 
Hanifah Ayu, a student of 

English Language, said the 
group needed one-month 
training prior to the contest. 
According to her, the triumph 
sourced in hard training to 
form harmony among the 
members.

Another story of winning 
team comes from marching 
band, the runner-up of 
World Class Marching Show 
in International Jember 
Open Marching Competition 
(JOMC) 2016. The band 
also won the third place 
of Individual Color Guard 
Contest and the best-four of 
Street Parade. 

UNS marching band, with 
80 players, performed theme 
of ‘Solo the City of Culture’. 
The gig captivated audiences 
as the group played a 
combination between band 
and gamelan percussion with 
two wayang characters for 
background. 

Marching bands from 
eight countries and 15 cities 
in Indonesia took part in the 
competition. UNS marching 
band manager, Tunjung 
W Sutirto, said the victory 
showed that the group could 
compete in international 
events.*

Singing for the World
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#unssolo #musimguguruns

on Instagram

AUTUMN
in UNS
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