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Friends of UNS

Since 2014, UNS has expanded a global 

network to boost up its worldwide linkage. The 

network named Friend of UNS was set up by 

around 600 members with various professional 

backgrounds, including researchers, lecturers, 

experts, and businessman.

UNS International Office's Head Taufiq Al 

Makmun explained Friend of UNS idea was 

initiated by a group of lecturers in Faculty of 

Economics and Business. They made a list of 

e x p e r t s – p r o s p e c t i v e  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  

university–from around the world. 

Friend of UNS has members linked to the 

university's professor and they can contribute 

to research and education development in the 

campus. The members are also possible to give 

a speech in a lecture class.

“For professor and lecturer, joining the 

network will be advantageous. The network is 

widening their research-based correlations as 

well as promoting their academic reputations 

since more universities recognize their 

expertise,” Taufiq said.

A chance of common research is more 

possible both for UNS faculty members and 

lecturers (professors) from abroad. Dealing 

with lecturers, researchers, and practitioners 

from different countries will lead the members 

to research development. For students, sharing 

and learning with others will enrich their 

knowledge. 

Friend of UNS is a means for the campus to 

support its endeavor for achieving World Class 

University status. 

Along with the global network, according to 

Taufiq, UNS plans to award adjunct professor 

title to a few researchers possessing 

exceptional expertise. Two among them are 

Prof. Josaphat Tetuko from Chiba University, 

Japan, and Prof. Dr. Dr. H.c. mult. Julianne 

House–retired from Hamburg University–that is 

currently teaching in Hellenic American 

University, Greece. 

Both Tetuko and House have been invited to 

UNS as visiting professors for several times. 

Honoring them an additional title aims to 

recognize their distinctive adeptness and make 

them more involved in dealing with research 

development in the university.*

Broadening International NetworkBroadening International Network
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Burwan Tilusubya, a student at Master in 

Linguistic Translation of UNS' post-graduate 

program, has been living in Central Java town of 

Solo since two years ago. Along with his study 

program, Burwan has learnt to Javanese 

cultures, such as wayang puppet show, 

gamelan percussion orchestra, and batik cloth 

making.

UNS provides some courses and activities 

for international student interested in 

Indonesian culture. One of them is a short 

course of batik conducted by Faculty of Art and 

Design. The students will get batik lesson in six 

days, from recognizing batik as UNESCO world 

heritage to technical aspects of crafting such an 

intricate traditional fabric.

During the course, the students also join a 

field trip into a few villages to observe batik 

making in workshops. They can stay for a couple 

days and try to 

make their own batik 

assisted by local 

batik makers.

Batik course is 

c o m m o n l y  h e l d  

twice a year at the moment of vacation as the 

students will be able to join the program without 

leaving their regular class. In last break of July 

2017, ten international students from Thailand, 

Cambodia, Tajikistan, and Greece joined the 

course. 

Program head Tiwi Bina Afanti realizes that 

a six-day course is not enough to train 

international students as they only know a little. 

Such a free program actually aims to train the 

beginner.

“We mull over to provide an advance 

course,” she said.

Nowadays, Faculty of Art and Design is still 

outlining a blueprint for batik laboratory that 

will be a single room at the campus for learning 

to everything about batik.

International Office Head Taufiq Al Makmun 

explains that batik course is one of 

prospective programs at the campus as it draws 

many apprentices. UNS has around 200 

international students this year. Moreover, 

many international students from other 

campuses in Solo are also interested in joining 

the course. 

“We expect the course will be one of 

cornerstones for the university to go globally,” 

Taufiq said.

Burwan is pleased to join each cultural 

activity held by UNS. Learning to other nation's 

culture, for him, is important to enrich 

knowledge. He is also happy living in Java since 

Batik Course

Introducing World Heritage 
to International Student

Indigofera tinctoria is a species of plant 

growing in Java island and easy to find in 

southern rural area near Solo city. However, only 

few knowing that the plant can be used as fabric 

dye as it produces dark blue color.

Since 2009, Prof. Dr. techn. Suyitno has 

developed a research project on producing 

natural ingredients from local plants, including 

Indigofera tinctoria. He named his project UNS 

Ecody.

Natural dye is advantageous for coloring 

batik cloth as it is eco-friendly, cheap, and easy 

to  apply.  Pr oducing 

natural dye from plant does 

not emit pollutant as Suyitno 

c h a n g e s  t h e  w a s t e  t o  

c o m p o s e  b i o g a s .  T h e  

residual solid waste from 

biogas is then recycled into 

organic fertilizer for plants.

“Along with natural dyes, biogas is also 

applicable renewable energy in producing 

batik,” Suyitno said.

Coloring cloth with plant's substance is 

actually practiced by traditional batik 

craftsmen in 1800's. However, current batik 

industry chooses chemical dye, which is 

available in rich brilliant colors, to speed up 

coloring process. But, of course, synthetic 

substances produce poisonous liquid residue 

contaminating rivers.

batik makers should make a color by itself. 

They have to boil the plant in a water tank for 

hours until they get a concentrated color for 

tinting. Subsequently, dyeing a piece of batik 

cloth usually takes a few days to gain an intense 

color.

Suyitno has developed more applicable 

natural dyes in gel and powder. He produces 

seed and cultivates Indigofera tinctoria in 

around three hectares of local farmer-owned 

land. The plant can be harvested after four 

months and will be depleted in two years. He 

also creates natural dyes from Ceriops 

candolleana Arn, Pelthorium ferruginum, and 

Caesalpinia sappan to produce other colors, 

such as red and yellow.

Natural dye is safe for skin. Yogyakarta's 

Center for Crafts and Batik has tested natural 

dye-colored batik fabrics' quality. The scores 

UNS Ecody

Researching 
on Biodegradable Dye
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The Institute of Javanology as one of UNS' 

study center was founded in 2011 by an 

initiative of the current president of the 

university Prof. Dr. Ravik Karsidi. It is purposely 

prepared to be one of the university's 

keystones, which will be responsible to 

conserve local values of Java and to promote 

cultural development.

Javanology derived from 'Java' 

and 'logos' aims to study Javanese 

c u l t u r e  b y  s c i e n t i f i c - b a s e d  

researches, not by plentiful myths 

existing in Java land. The institute's 

main  object ive  is  pr oducing 

researches on culture and breeding 

critical views in the future. 

The study center has 20 groups 

with different expertise, such as 

architecture, literature, engineering, 

law, biodiversity, and others, 

involved in joint researches. The institute 

welcomes both lecturer and professor having 

passion in Java to join. 

“We joined in as we love Javanese culture. In 

the institute, we do not merely discuss 

philosophical approach, but also talk about all 

aspects of culture,” the Institute of Javanology 

Head Muhammad Muqofa said.

He added that since located in Solo as the 

heart of Java, the university has a greater ethical 

responsibility to be the guardian of Javanese 

culture. The campus is supposed to conserve 

the ancestor's legacy such as wayang, kris, 

gamelan, and batik–world-recognized 

heritages–and its precious values.

The study center is equipped with 

a pendopo–Javanese-styled terrace 

with four pillars commonly used for 

cultural activity such as art show, 

d a n c e ,  b a t i k  d r a w i n g ,  a n d  

conference. The main building is also 

supposed to be completely built this 

year. 

Muqofa expects that the institute 

will stand for centuries as a cultural 

conservation center. In the future, 

people who intend to study batik and 

wayang, for example, should visit the 

Institute of Javanology.*

The Institute of Javanology

A Keystone for Conserving Culture

UNS has carried out a city orienting for new 

international students enrolling in the university 

by a trip around Central Java town of Solo. The 

jaunt was designed to introduce the places and 

lives in Solo at a glance as such a small vibrant 

city would be a host during their studies.

 “After campus orienting, 21 international 

students from Germany, Poland, Egypt, 

Hungary, Peru, Sudan, and Vietnam joined a city 

trip to make them accustomed with the city 

before they live in to study,” UNS International 

Office Head  Taufiq Al Makmun said.

By taking a Batik Solo Trans bus, the 

students were led to the most 

important buildings, including market, 

shopping center, hospital, police 

office, local administrative office, as 

well as amusement and recreational 

spots.

In addition to city orienting, UNS 

International Office has also scheduled a few 

additional activities for the students such as 

police and immigration office visits 

and cultural heritages tours.

“Through visits and orienting, 

international students are supposed 

to adjust and adapt with the city 

during their temporary residency for 

studying,” he said.

As t ar geting World Class 

University grade, UNS catches 

attention of international students 

around the globe. At least, 54 students 

registered in September 2017 are coming from 

abroad.

“ T h e y  e n r o l l  i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e ,  

postgraduate, exchange, and Bahasa 

Indonesia programs,” Taufiq said.

Among of them are awardees of UNS 

Scholarship Program, Darmasiswa Indonesia, 

and Developing Countries Partnership.*

City Orienting

A Jaunt 
for International Students

City Orienting

A Jaunt 
for International Students
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For Irawan Nugroho, an alumnus of English 

Literature of UNS' Faculty of Culture, making 

frequent journey to each state of the United 

States of America (USA) is not about leisure. 

Rather, it is a profession-related activity.

Irawan is recently working as an interpreter 

for the US Department of State. His main duty is 

bridging effective communication between 

Indonesian delegations–visiting the country on 

the US Government invitation–and their 

American counterparts.

“ M y  j o b  i s  s i m p l y  

traveling with Indonesian 

people and accompany them 

to visit several states,” Irawan 

said in an interview.

Irawan has a long story of 

pursuing his career in the 

land of Uncle Sam. He worked 

as a journalist for Jawa Pos 

daily after his graduation in 

1988. He was sent by his 

office to the US to be a 

correspondent in Washington in 1994.

Subsequently, Irawan had worked for 

Jakarta-based magazine GAMMA before he 

joined Voice of America (VOA) in 2001. After 

reporting for VOA for around five years, he took a 

job offer as an interpreter in 2007.

Irawan, who was born in Central Java city of 

Semarang, is a tough man, hard-worker, and 

chance seeker. He always tries his best for 

success, even though he believes in destiny in 

his life.

“What we have learned in the campus is 

actually only a small piece of what we face today 

in our challenging work. It is much better to 

prepare the student with trainings before they 

seek a job,” Irawan said.

The students, according to Irawan, should 

be proficient in verbal communication, such as 

English and other most spoken languages. He 

completely agrees with UNS' effort for 

upgrading its lecturers' competency by sending 

them abroad to studying in master and doctoral 

programs. Skilled teacher will lead to a better 

education.

Despite living in the US for decades, Irawan 

has never forgotten his motherland. When came 

home last August, he spent his time by enjoying 

delightful Indonesian food and met up with old 

friends. It could be a pleasant moment before 

heading back to the US to be 'a bridge' for two 

nations.*

Irawan Nugroho

Working for the US Government, Traveling across the Country

UNS has introduced Javanese Culture 

Metric – a measure system to rank university 

and institute having Javanese studies around 

the world – and Javanology Journal on 

Javanese Studies. The system aims to promote 

Javanese culture preservation.

UNS Institute for Research and Community 

Service (LPPM), Ary Setiawan, explains UNS 

Javanese Culture Metric is designed as an 

online system to assess and rank university 

and organization which have keenness in 

Javanese culture. Meanwhile, Javanology 

Journal on Javanese Studies is an issued 

journal of research completed by experts that 

will be published for international readers.

The measure system has nine assessment 

aspects, including the number of Javanese 

culture expert, the number of collected 

artifact, the number of faculty member having 

Javanese proficiency, the number of student 

learning to Javanese, and the number of 

Javanese literature.*

Javanese Culture Metric

Assessing 
Universities 

around 
the World
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The president of UNS Prof Dr Ravik Karsidi 

MS pioneered the first Taiwan Center in 
thIndonesia located on the 4  floor of the 

university library main building. The center is 

granted to UNS by the ambassador of Taipei 

Economic and Trade Office (TETO) H.E. John C. 

Chen in April 14, 2016.

Ravik said Taiwan Center was founded to 

provide information of everything about Taiwan 

for students, researchers, faculty members, 

and public, from cultures, scholarship 

opportunity, UNS-Taiwan cooperation, and 

Taiwan higher education promotion for 

prospective Indonesian students.

Ta i w a n  a l u m n i  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  

International Cooperation and Development 

Fund (ICDF Indonesia) led by Arif Misbahul 

endorsed Taiwan Center and all kinds of 

activities held by the center. 

Ravik expected that the center could be 'a 

bridge' to facilitate cooperation among 

universities–UNS and its counterparts in 

Taiwan–as well as generally between the two 

countries.

“We hope the center plays a role to promote 

a bilateral cooperation in industry,” Ravik said. 

According to H.E. John C. Chen, Taiwan 

Center was set up to facilitate and assist 

cooperation among TETO, ICDF-Indonesia, and 

UNS. He explained 

the Center would be 

opened to give an 

a c c e s s  f o r

Indonesian people 

to be more familiar 

to Taiwan, especially 

i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

c o o p e r a t i o n

between two formal 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i ke  

universities.

The current activities in Taiwan center is 

carrying out public lectures, international 

seminars and workshop, providing scholarship 

information to language and advance studies in 

Taiwan, sending UNS' lecturer to Taiwan for 

training, and handling a visit of Taiwanese 

university to UNS.*

Taiwan Center

The First Taiwan Center in Indonesia
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Oeseli is a remote village located in Rote 

Ndao neighborhood of Rote Island, East Nusa 

Tenggara. The rural residents lived without 

sufficient electricity supply for decades. The 

only current comes from military camp as the 

village's location is too far from state-owned 

company (PLN) power plant.

UNS field work team assigned in Rote Ndao 

has developed solar power as an alternative 

energy to generate electricity since the region 

has potential source of abundant heat. 

Some of houses were already equipped with 

small solar panels for powering lamps at 

night. UNS team helped the villagers to 

augment solar panel technology for better daily 

life.

Solar power is not only renewable, but also 

green energy as it emits zero carbon into the 

atmosphere.

“We have tried to draw on renewable energy 

as an alternative. The sun shines brightly over 

the island that could be converted into electric 

power through solar cells,” the team leader 

Yoga Bagas said.

deployed 2.4 kilowatt solar panel. They 

worked together to set pillars, wires, lamps, and 

also crafted solar cells. 

Furthermore, the team also educated the 

villagers to maximize the use of solar panels. 

The younger inhabitants were also involved in 

maintaining the device from damage. 

UNS team has installed 30 lights scattered 

in Oeseli village. Most of them are located in 

public facilities such as rural streets, prayer 

houses, sport field, and port. Nowadays, the 

village is more luminous in the night and local 

people enjoy electricity for their daily needs.*

Field Work

Lights for Oeseli

Voca Erudita is a reputable student 

choir of UNS. The singing group was 

formed on December, 17, 1987 to 

gather talented students in the 

campus. The name is derived from Latin 

words; 'voca' that means voice and 

'erudita' that means educated people.

Initially, Voca Erudita performed in 

the campus ceremonial events, such as 

inauguration and graduation. After 

winning various choir competitions in 

Indonesia and abroad, the group 

started to be famous. 

Voca Erudita has also promoted the 

university as well as Indonesian culture as it 

frequently presented native songs of the 

archipelago in each international competition. 

It shows the richness of Nusantara to the world. 

Nowadays, the group is one of UNS' prides, 

which attracts many students having passion in 

singing to join. The members are now 78 

students classified in four voices: Sopran, Alto, 

Tenor, and Bass. Voca Erudita recruits new 

members by an audition and an interview to test 

several aspects such as vocal technique, 

musicality, and musical notation reading. 

Along with the gigs in UNS' ceremonies, 

Voca Erudita has regular events such as internal 

p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a n n u a l  c o n c e r t ,  a n d  

competitions. Ahead of a competition, the 

group line-up was made by the conductor, Redi 

Sabtono, through a tight audition to test how 

well the member sings the selected songs for 

the contest.

In several competitions, the group has 

fascinated the judges. In Student 

Choir Contest held by Airlangga 

University in 2016, for example, Voca 

Erudita was the general champion of 

the competition by participating in four 

categories, which are Historical 

Program, Musica Contemporanea, 

Chamber Choir/Vocal Ensemble, and 

Folklore.

In folklore category, Voca Erudita 

won the first place by performing three 

songs (Kruhay, Hela Rotane, and Tari 

Indang). The group was attributed the 

best performer (Best Program). Voca Erudita 

also won Historical Program category as the 

group presented Die Himmel Erzehlen die Ehre 

Gottes, Ave Verum Corpus, and Io mi Son 

Giovinetta. 

Meanwhile in Musica Contemporanea 

category, Voca Erudita gained the second place 

and Best Program, performing Double Double 

Toil and Trouble, Sitivit Anima Mea, and Nyon 

Nyon. Singing Des Irae, Marie, and O Magnum 

Mysterium, the group became the runner-up in 

Chamber Choir category.*

Voca Erudita
Voice of 

Voca Erudita
Voice of 

the Archipelago
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Autumn
 in 

UNS

Autumn
 in 

UNS

From October to November, UNS' main 
campus has been surrounded by a scenic 
atmosphere of autumn. Falling tiny flower 
of Angsana woods (Pterocarpus indicus) 
has captivated a lot of students to freeze 

the moment through lens in artistic 
photographs.

Angsana is one of many species planted 
around the campus. As of located on the 

valley of Bengawan Solo river, the 
campus conserves huge area of green 

land to catch the rain, prevent flood, and 
provide fresh air.

In 2014, UNS achieved Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry Award for 

Pioneer of Eco-friendly Campus. Since 
then, the university has been promoted 
as Indonesian model of green campus.
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